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OFFICE SUPERINTENDENT OF PRINTING, 
CHARLESTON, W. Va., January 1, 1887. 


مر 
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His Excellency, E. W. WILSON, 
Governor of West Virginia : 
I beg to submit for vour considerdtion a summary of the busi- 
ness of this office for the two years eħding September 30, 1886. 


In the appropriation bill of 1885;the Legislature made the fol- 
lowing appropriations for publie printing : 
i } 


For the fiscal year ending September 30, 1885 ۰.۰ مس‎ ae pce vee مت‎ roe سی‎ $ 22,000 00 
For the fiscal year ending September 30, 1886......... prose خ ع ہخخ ہہ‎ 9,000 00 
eoe سسسےہے‎ <eo. و‎ 31,000 00 


Total 072 وو سی وو فو و‎ Swede? سوہ‎ ice ایا‎ gta’ 
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These appropriations were exclusive of those made for the publi- 
cation of the Supreme Court Reports, that work being done under 
the direction of the Attorney General, and paid for out of a fund 
specially provided for the purpose. 

The printing expenditures from the regular fund have been as 


follows : 


fr 


| 4 SUPERINTENDENT PUBLIC PRINTING. 
l ۱ For the fiscal year ending September SO, ASSO ENE NERE وو وی‎ $ 16,814 26 
For the fiscal year ending September 30, 1886....... ESS eee se 12,396 42 
f l POG EE E EE N ہی و و‎ ah > hagadevewas's شی تو‎ TE میڈ‎ $ 29,210 68 
i Deducting this total from the sum of the regular appropriation for printing for 
و‎ ۰ the two years, viz., $31,000 00, we have a balance unexpended as of October 1st, 
} یچ‎ T EEE ERA $ 1,789 32 
1 To which add for work done during the-fiscal yêar ending September 30, 1884, and. 
1 ~ properly chargeable against that year........... vues ا کے دی‎ cane ا‎ seas le ates eee 607 72 
fi s 5 
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And we have a total of $2,897.04 to measure the difference between’ 
the sums provided for public printing during the closing term, and 
the amount actually expended for the work done during that time. 

In making my estimates of appropriations fur the ensuing two‏ و 

8 years I have taken into account the economies which must result 
from a rigid application of the rule requiring all orders for printing 
to be given upon requisitions made upon the Superintendent of 
Printing, and from close personal attention to every detail of the 

| business of this office. 

f 


For'the first time in a series of years a substantial balance is carried 
forward to the credit side of the printing account. The Commis- 
HEN sioners of Printing have just concluded an unusually favorable con- 
tract covering the next two vears. Iam therefore justified in sug- 
gesting a reduction upon the estimates of two years ago of $8,000.00, 
or something over twenty-five per cent. 

I trust it will be your pleasure to recommend to the Legislature 


~ 


the following appropriations for printing and binding: 


For the fiscal year ending September 80, 1887 موی سی‎ setae santicc scones ا وی‎ exe ۔‎ $ 14,000 0 


For the fiscal year ending September 80, 1888 ۰ ۰۰ وا مسب‎ esen 9,000 00 
Totals ersa 9> عم او‎ AR ae ees ean $ 23,000 00 


PUBLICATION OF THE STATUTES. 


It is highly important that the Legislature be impressed with the 
necessity of providing for the re-publication in some form of the 
Acts of 1881-9-36. ۲ 

The county officers elected in 1884 are but partially supplied 
with the volumes containing the Amended Code. I know that the 
law contemplates the transfer.by each retiring county officer of the 

“books and papers of his office to his successor, but unavoidable 
losses, the wear and tear of office use, and in some instances care- 
lessness or negligence, prevent this transfer, so that many of the 
local officers are but poorly supplied with needed books, while others 
have been compelled to furnish their offices with a private publica- 

~ tion—Warth’s Amended Code—at private expense. 

-After he has once made his distribution, the Secretary of State 
has no especial authority to supply missing books. Were he dis- 
posed to do so the important editions are exhausted. Of the Acts 
of ’82 he has in his possession less than one hundred ‘copies. Of the 
still more important Acts of 1881 he has but four copies on his office 
shelves, and these are second-hand and half worn. In two years 
more a new set of county officers will enter upon their duties. They 
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SUPERINTENDENT PUBLIC PRINTING. 5 


will all need the volumes of the acts containing the Amended Code. 
How are they to be supplied and how is the general public demand 
for these statutes to be met in the meantime? - 

Certainly, some action should be taken by the Legislature to 
meet the emergency, either through the re-publication of these acts 
in their present form or by re-codification. 

Whatever course may be decided upon, it is proper,to state that 
the expense of the work bas not been included in the preceding 
_ estimates, and that special provision should be made to meet it. 


STATIONERY AND PRINTING PAPER. 


The sums provided in the last general appropriation bill for sup- 
plying stationery and printing paper for State use were as follows: 


For the fiscal year ending September 30, 1885 .. .... سی ای“‎ o sere o مه‎ ver $ 14,000 00 ۰ 
For the fiscal year ending September 30, 1886... .. ai a سے ین‎ te eee ee aae 10,0000 
تب لے‎ 
Total, . pae ce یم لیے ابی‎ ew ۳ سس‎ r مد‎ $ 24,000 0 


This aggregate sum, however, was not available for supplies bought ۰ 


or to be bought during the term. It had been the practice for-a 
number of years to make the purchases as the needs of the service 
required, while the contractor looked for the payment of his claims 
to appropriations thereafter to be made by the Legislature. His 
bills being thus deferred, the Legislature allowed interest thereon, 
so that there was included in and paid out of the appropriation for 
1885, the sum of $867.37, as interest on bills which the contractor 
had carried for a considerable time. f 

The appropriation of $14,000 00 was insufficient to pay the bills 
accrued at the time it was made. The stationery contractor’s certified - 
-claims on March 2. 1885, including $5,000, the payment of which’ 
had been made the preceding October, by authority of the appropri- 
ation bill of 1888, in anticipation of the appropriation of 1885, ` 
amounted to $17,778.05, or $3,778 05 more than the entire amount 
appropriated for that year. This latter sum was paid out of the 
$10,000 appropriated for 1886. Of course the balance remaining of 
$6,221.95 from the aggregate appropriated, $24,000.00 for the two 
years, was wholly insufficient to meet current requirements. I haye 
tried to do the best that could be done under the circumstances. 
Purchases have been cautiously made. Supplies have been issned 
only upon requisitions from the heads of departments and institu- 
tions; so that all waste or loss from careless or irresponsible distri- 
bution has been avoided. ‘The debt usually burdening the station- 
ery department at the close of the bi-ennial term has been greatly 
reduced. Eight thousand dollars exclusive of interest will pay all 
bills due for supplies furnished and chargeable to the closing term, a 
net reduction of five thousand dollars. The paper for department 
reports and the printing paper and stationery for current use of the 
Legislature have been purchased, but these will be paid for out of 
the regular-appropriation for the purpose. Believing that it will be 
better hereafter to make purchases for cash, thus avoiding interest 
claims, I ask that you recommend the Legislature to appropriate 
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eight thousand dollars for the payment ot bills due on or before 
September 30, 1886. d 2 

This done, I recommend as in the case of the printing appropri- 
ation, a reduction of 25 per cent. upon the estimates of two years 
ago, so that the appropriations for purchases of stationery and 
printing paper may be as follows: 


For the fiscal year ending Septem ber 80, 1887... sacs senan سم لیب مجر‎ $ 9,000 00 


For the fiscal year ending September 80, 1888 .........csccssecssceseccenar یی‎ nesne 9,000 00 
DOC Liss ase EEE یسوی می ماه هه رواٹ‎ pended اه یه‎ $ 18 000 00 


PAPER AND STATIONERY FOR THE SCHOOL DEPARTMENT. 


In March, 1885, I submitted to Hon. B. S$. Morgan, State Super- 
intendent of Free Schools, the proposition that for all supplies is- 
sued from this department upon requisitions made by the State 
Superintendent the stationery fund should be reimbursed ; in other 
words, that the School Department should pay its own stationery 
and paper bills. In this I was controlled by the following reasons: 
The School Department is required by law to pay for its own print- 
ing, and I did not see how the distinction could be made in requiring 
that department to pay its own printing bills and in drawing from 
a State fund to pay for the paper on which the printing was to be 

one. 

The State Superintendent is especially authorized to pay for his 
blanks and stationery out of his contingent fund, which is practi- 
cally unlimited. The propriety of such purchases and payment 
seemed to rest upon the fact that the School Department has sepa- 
rate, abundant and increasing revenues provided for its special sup- 
port, and does not need to encroach upon the funds raised for the 
maintenance of other Departments. Superintendent Morgan was 
unable to accept this view of the case. The question was referred 


` to the Attorney General, who sustained the Superintendent of Print- 


ing. Since that time the School Department has paid its own sta- 
tionery bills, by reimbursements to the stationery fund. If this is 
not in accordance with the views of the Legislature, I hope the 
Superintendent of Printing may be given explicit instructions. 
Otherwise he will adhere to the course which he has heretofore 
pursued. 
I have the honor to remain. 
Respectfully, ° 
Henry S. WALKER, 
Sup’t of Printing. 
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